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Ohio Firm Creates Groundbreaking Design For New Civil Rights Museum 
 
“Tell the truth, no matter how brutal,” directed community focus groups  
 
ATHENS, OHIO, December 1, 2017 -- Racial tensions are ever present in the news 
today. At a sprawling 150-acre farm in the hills of southeastern Ohio, several designers 
have been working for over 6 years on a project that will give some historical context to 
the complex state of race relations.  
 
Hilferty and Associates led the exhibition design of the groundbreaking new 
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum, located in Jackson, Mississippi. The museum’s 
grand opening is Saturday, December 9th.  
 
Company founder and president Gerry Hilferty and his colleagues helped museum staff 
tell a challenging story, careful to include community voices wary of trusting a state 
agency to tell the history of a movement the state had once fought so hard to destroy.  
 
The Hilferty team presents an unflinching look at difficult historical events, focusing on 
the years 1945–1976, when Mississippi was ground zero for the national Civil Rights 
Movement. Visitors witness the freedom struggle in eight interactive galleries that show 
the systematic oppression of black Mississippians and their fight for equality that 
transformed the state and nation. Seven of the galleries encircle “This Little Light of 
Mine,” a dramatic interactive three-story sculpture meant to inspire contemplation and 
hope. The sculpture’s technology senses and responds to visitors, with singing voices 
swelling from a duet to a choir, as lights move across graceful spirals.  
 
The message of the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum is timelier than ever. Hilferty and 
Associates is honored to have played a role in such a culturally significant project in US 
history – the first state funded museum to represent the Civil Rights movement. Their 
innovative design serves as a catalyst for sharing this story in a meaningful and 
memorable way. 
 
About Hilferty and Associates: 
Since 1971, the design firm has worked with over 150 museums across the country to 
change the way visitors perceive the world. Hilferty’s staff offices are housed at historic 
Windy Acres Farm. Hilferty has completed over a dozen projects in Ohio, including the 
Great Lakes Science Center, the Ohio State House, and the Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park, and is dedicated to serving its region.		
 
 
Contact: 
Jill Malusky, Senior Content Developer 
jill@hilferty.com 
740-448-3821, ext. 234 
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One of eight interactive galleries designed by Hilferty and Associates in the new 
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum. Photo credit Hilferty and Associates. 
 

                                    
“This Little Light of Mine,” a three story interactive sculpture using light and sound to 
respond to visitors in the gallery. Photo credit Hilferty and Associates. 
 


